nor health, while the risk of melanoma increases by 75% for those exposed to tanning salons.
Another motion called on governments to "offer, promote and fund prenatal screening tests for the most common chromosomal abnormalities," while a third urged installation of automatic external defibrillators in public facilities such as sports arenas "where feasible and cost-effective."
But the delegates adjourned debate on a motion cosponsored by neurologist Dr. Ian Gillespie, president of the British Columbia Medical Association, that would advocate a ban on mixed martial arts fighting. Gillespie argued that the sport has resulted in a "silent epidemic of brain injuries."
"By passing this resolution let us make it clear that Canadian doctors believe that any sport that has the intention of disabling an opponent by causing a brain injury deserve to be banned," he said.
But Newfoundland delegate Dr. Shawn Tiller argued that a ban might backfire. "It will become an underground industry and if that happens, then our ability to monitor and regulate will go outside the window and I think that it will become a more devastating event. It's not going to go away."
Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan, Newfoundland and Labrador, Yukon and Nunavut now ban mixed martial arts fighting, while New Brunswick allows it only in Moncton. Debate on the issue will resume Wednesday. -Wayne Kondro, CMAJ
